[image: image1.jpg]









For further information, please contact:

Connie Hanson 
SSA Public Relations

connie@gotossa.com 
602.956.6776

NEWS RELEASE
New Army Program Opens Technical Education Opportunities for Active Duty Soldiers

The Refrigeration School First in Arizona Approved to Participate in AVOTEC Program 
PHOENIX, March 11, 2009, –The Refrigeration School, Inc. (RSI), a leader in training professional heating, ventilation, air conditioning, refrigeration and electrical (HVACRE) technicians, announced that it is the first Arizona school selected to participate in the new U.S. Army Vocational Technical (AVOTEC) program geared to providing technical education to active duty soldiers.  
AVOTEC is an educational pilot program that expands technical training opportunities for individuals seeking high-demand careers after they transition out of the Army.  The program provides up to $4,500 annually per person to fund vocational and technical education of eligible active-duty soldiers, including those in the National Guard and Reserves on extended active duty. 
Phoenix-based RSI offers specialized and innovative programs, providing certificates in HVACRE and an occupational associates degree in Mechanical Maintenance Engineering. 

“We are thrilled to be Arizona’s first AVOTEC approved school,” said Liz Cline, president of RSI. “This ground-breaking program will create more technical education, and ultimately, career opportunities for the deserving individuals serving our country.” 
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, demand for heating, air conditioning, and refrigeration mechanics and installers is expected to increase by nearly nine percent by 2016.
Congress approved the $19 million AVOTEC pilot program as part of the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act of 2009. Enrollment started February 1 and is open through September 30, 2009 or until funds are depleted. 
For information on the AVOTEC program, visit www.hrc.army.mil/site/education/VOTEC_Program.html.
For information on technical education in the HVACRE field, visit www.refrigerationschool.com or call (602) 275-7133 to consult an education counselor.
About The Refrigeration School, Inc.

The Refrigeration School, Inc. (RSI) is a leading provider of technical education and is dedicated to assisting students gain the skills and knowledge they need to seek professional careers as heating, ventilation, air conditioning, refrigeration and electrical (HVACRE) technicians as well as mechanical maintenance. Located in Phoenix, RSI is one of the principal schools for the education of entry-level HVACRE technicians and maintenance engineers based on its professional and educational standards, innovative learning programs, employment services, professional and community associations, and other special programs. For more information, visit, The Refrigeration School, Inc. (RSI).  
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